Reflexive Pronouns

TA

(“myself,” “yourself,” “himself,” “herself,” ‘“itself,” etc.)

1st Person

éuavTod, -fjs
9 ~ ~
EpavT®, -1
, o
éuavTéy, -y

NUOY adTOY

2nd Person

TeavTOoD, -1s
gavTod, -fis

TEaUT®, -1
[ LA
oavTe, -n

L L

TEQVTOV, -NY

TavToY, MY

VUGV aVTOY

3rd Person'

€avToD, -7s, -0D
JOU, =M%, ~OU
av7od, -7s, -0d

€auTOV, NV, -0
avTéY, -1y, -6

[crgb&)v adTOV]

€QVTOV
e ~
avTOv

Nty adTols, -als DUy avdTOls, -als logpioww avrols, -ais]
€avTols, -als, -ols
avTols, -als, -ols

Nuas adTovs, -ds uas avTovs, -as logpas avTots, -as]
€avTOUS, -4s, -4
avToUs, -as, -d

Note that these forms merely combine the personal pronoun with intensive a076s, as is most evident in the plural.
(In the singular, the pronominal prefix resembles the emphatic acc.)

The reflexive pronoun is employed when the subject of a verb performs an action upon him/her/itself (e.g., “he hurt
himself”) or there is an allusion to something that concerns or affects the subject of the main verb (“she did this for
herself”).

E.g. “Heloved himself.” — épiAer €avTov.
“They hated their own children.” — éuigovy ToVs éavTdY Taidas. >
“He said that Socrates taught him (i.e., the speaker himself).” — eimre 71 6 Swkparns édidae éavTév.

[The last example entails what is known as an indirect reflexive. The statement, elmre 871 6 Swkpdrns édidafe adTéy
would have the speaker saying that Socrates taught an unspecified third person.]
The genitive of reflexive pronouns appears in the attributive position when indicating possession:

éuioovy Tovs €avTdy maidas. — “They hated their own children.”
In theory, you might sometimes require a neuter version of the first- or second-person reflexive pronoun (as in the
statement, “I love myself,” spoken by an animated plow [70 &poTpov] in a Disney film), but this would be rare (and

even there the likelihood is that the anthropomorphized plow would employ the masculine or feminine). As a result,
forms that imply a human subject generally omit the neuter.

! The 3"-person reflexive pronoun is sometimes used, irrationally, in place of the 1** or 2™ person.
2 On the use of the possessive genitive here, compare below.



